WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN?

Remember when grass was just something you mowed? Remember when a mouse was only a little rodent? Remember when surfing was done only on water? The meaning of words has changed over the years. Even the meaning of the word Christian has changed from its original meaning. Today many have their own definition of this wonderful word. And that can be dangerous, as it has eternal consequences if we get it wrong. We need to understand God’s definition of a Christian. Although the word “Christian” is found only three times in the entire Bible (Acts 11:26, Acts 26:28 and I Peter 4: 16), its meaning is clearly given throughout the New Testament. 

Perhaps someone is thinking – “Does he think that he, or his church alone, have the truth?” - No, not at all. I believe that there are Christians in the universal church (the whole body of believers) from many denominations. No one church should claim to have all truth. However, to make it a level playing field, we need to agree on the source of truth, the final authority to define this important word - Christian. The various denominations of churches are all man-made, basically for our convenience. So let’s think outside our “religious boxes” for a while. The only possible source for truth is the Bible - God’s inspired Word. II Timothy 3:16 says clearly, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” Unless we agree on the inspired Bible as our source, it is a “he said, she said” situation, and no sensible conclusion can be reached. My ideas are not necessarily better than your, yours not necessarily better than mine. Anything goes, and thus chaos reigns. 

So, presuming that we agree with using only God’s Word as our source, let’s ask two questions: What is a Christian not? And then, what is a Christian? And for the answers, I promise that the only source will be the Bible. 

WHAT A CHRISTIAN IS NOT 

First: A Christian is not merely a religious person who attends church regularly, is baptized and gives to the church. Jesus’ said this to Nicodemus in John 3. Though Nicodemus was indeed a religious man, Jesus said that being religious was not enough. He needed to be spiritually re-born. Jesus’ words were, “Except one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. (John 3:3) 

Second: A Christian is not merely one who lives a good life. That sounds okay, but Jesus said in Luke 18:19 “No one is good but One, and that is God.” In Romans 3:12 Paul wrote, that in God’s eyes, “There is none righteous, no not one.” And Titus 3:5 added, “….not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us….” 

Third: A Christian is not one who is “sincere” and does the best he or she can. The prophet Isaiah was inspired to tell us that our best is not good enough. He wrote in Isaiah 64:6 “But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousness are as filthy rags.” Remember please, it is possible to be sincere, and yet be sincerely wrong and believe something that is not the truth. 

WHAT A CHRISTIAN IS
First: Because of their sinful nature, a Christian is one who has humbly acknowledged his or her need for a spiritual re-birth. Romans 3:23, reminds us, “…all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Every one of us needs to repent. 

Second: A Christian is one who admits that only Christ can forgive, and cleanse and prepare us for the next life. Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

Third: A Christian is one who accepts Christ as Savior by a personal act of faith. I know that because John 1: 12 says, “as many as received Him (Jesus) to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name.”

 Fourth: A Christian is one who asks the Savior in, since Paul wrote in Romans 10:13, “…whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

A Christian is not one who has re-invented the meaning of the word to suit them self, but one who has accepted and embraced the biblical definition. If you claim to be a Christian today, are you doing so by God’s definition, or your own?   
